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Fire Summit

On March 12th, the department took 
our 8th – 12th graders to Nisqually 

for the annual Fire Summit, an event 
sponsored by South Puget Sound Com-
munity College (SPSCC). This event 
is designed to ignite Native youth, 
giving them a place to start dreaming 
while exploring their future academic 
possibilities. This event is also a great 
place for young people to create and 
build relationships with college staff  
and faculty and other native students 
while learning about a myriad career 
pathways.

Youth heard from two Indigenous writ-
ers, Kinsale Drake and Cherie Dimil-
ine.  Both shared about their upbring-
ing and how it played into their writing 
today. Their voices inspire creativity, 
cultural pride, and community connec-
tion. 

While at the Fire Summit our youth 
were able to attend a resource fair that 
included a mix of college and career 
possibilities.  Students were later able 
to choose from a list of hands-on work-
shops. Two of the workshops were led 
by Skokomish Education Department 

representative, Kimberly Miller and 
Skokomish Tribal Police Department 
representative, Detective Alester Bel-
tran.  Kimberly showed students how 
to make cedar roses which brought in 
a cultural component with the help of 
Louis Auld and Christie Chambless.  
Detective Beltran set up a crime scene, 
and students learned the steps of evi-
dence collection.  Students collected 
evidence, logged the evidence and 
lifted fi ngerprints.  These two breakout 
sessions were very well attended and 
many of our Skokomish students par-
ticipated in both hands-on sessions.

UW Powwow

In April, we will be taking our students 
to University of Washington’s 55th 
Annual Spring Powwow.  This event 
is hosted by the First Nations program, 
an undergraduate intertribal registered 
student organization at the University 
of Washington in Seattle.  This student 
organization works to put on events 
year-round both on- and off -campus 
with the intention of educating the 
community about Native cultures while 
spreading awareness to issues aff ecting 
the Native community.  First Nations 

is very supportive of Native American 
and Alaska Native students, and they 
strive to support and help them succeed 
in higher education.

We will be taking a tour of the campus 
before attending the powwow. This will 
be a great opportunity for our students 
to get a feel for what the campus is like 
and connect with Native students who 
are currently attending the university.  
The University of Washington is set 
in the heart of Seattle and whereas the 
campus alone has a lot to see, the city 
is full of fun activities. 

Graduation

In Education Dept. news, we are plan-
ning for our graduation ceremony 
this June.  If you are a college or high 
school student graduating this year and 
you don’t already work with our de-
partment, reach out to us so we can be 
sure to include you in our program for 
the graduation ceremony. 

For any questions, comments or con-
cerns please reach out to Amber Han-
son, Education Manager, at 360-877-
2460.
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Educating Our Future Leaders
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Eagle:
Photo credit: Taliah Elguero

Our class has been working on getting 
ready for kindergarten, reviewing 
the alphabet, their numbers, and their 
names. They’re growing and learning 
so much. We just fi nished our lesson 
on recycling, we’re now learning about 
pets, exploring what we know about 
them and what we want to fi nd out, 
asking which kind of animals are pets 
and learning about their environments 
and where they live. We’re going to be 
doing lots of crafts like tie dyeing and 
egg coloring, and we’re going to be 
growing and learning about plants for 
earth day coming up!

Eagle Child Spotlight:    
Eagle Room’s student of the month is 
Valeria! Valeria has grown so much 
since coming into our program. She 
used to be so shy and reserved when 
she fi rst started attending and now she 
is fl ourishing and making friends with 
all of her peers. She is socializing, 
playing, learning, and loving school! 
She is so nice and helpful with all of 
her friends and teachers. She is a sweet 
girl and everyone loves her and her big 
hugs!

Orca:
Photo credits: Lucille Austin

We are fi nishing our study on clothing 

with spirit week! Happy to celebrate by 
dressing up: decades day, St Patrick’s, 
pajama and Mario day.
 This upcoming study is going to be 
about music. They all love dancing and 
making noise. With it getting closer to 
the end of the school year, we thought 
the topic would be fi tting and fun to 
learn about. Especially the music from 
our culture, the songs and dances we 
learn in our Skokomish community. 
The earlier the better for the kids to be 
confi dent at the Head Start graduation 
in July.
The kids are continuing to learn their 
names. Finding their name has become 
part of daily circle time. They are 
coloring, playing with playdoh and 
building all sorts of fi ne motor skills. 
Holidays have been fun, planning 
activities around Billy Frank and St. 
Patrick’s, and soon- Easter.

Orca Child Spotlight

Orca Room’s student highlight of the 
month is Warren! Warren is such a fun 
kid! He has such a great imagination 

and personality to match. He is one 
of the funniest and brightest children 
in Orca and plays so well with all his 
friends.

Deer:
Photo credit: Angel Bean 

The children in our room have become 
more interactive with each other as 
they play and explore. They have 
enjoyed the diff erent projects that we 
have completed based on the recent 
holidays. Our current study is Light. 
They will continue to explore diff erent 
types of objects that provide light to 
our environment.

Deer Student Spotlight:

Deer Room’s student of the month is 
Theodore! Theo recently moved up 
to the Deer Room. He really enjoys 
hands on activities such as playing in 
the kitchen area or spinning on their 
spinner. He is super polite and always 
tells his teachers and peers please and 
thank you throughout the day. He is a 
joy to have in Deer Room.

Bear Student Spotlight:
Photo credit: Molly Delacruz

Bear Room’s student of the month is 
Kaeo! Kaeo is a joy to have in class. 
He is doing really well with colors and 
is a leader when it comes time to pick 
up toys to move onto the next activity. 
Kaeo also is a leader when it comes 
to the language department visiting 
the classroom. He enjoys learning 
Tuwaduq words and phrases.
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This month’s student spotlight 
shines on Jesse (Pup) Thomas, 

a dedicated 3rd grader who always 
shows up ready to learn! Pup 
attends tutoring regularly and puts 
in great eff ort to improve every 
day. Outside the classroom, he 
stays active playing basketball and 
shows great teamwork on and off  
the court. We’re so proud of Pups 
positive attitude and commitment to 
learning. Keep up the great work!

his month’s student spotlight Rose Smith is a second grader 
who enjoys reading and 

working in math groups at school. 
She shared what she loves most is 
simply being at school and learning 
everyday. 
When she grows up, Rose hopes to 
become and hairstylist and dreams 
of owning her very own salon one 
day. 
We are so proud of you, Rose keep 
shinning and reaching for your 
dreams! 

RRose Smith is a second grader Our Middle School Student 
Spotlight is Hayzel Luengo 

Carter!
Hayzel is an outgoing, fun, and 
bright student who brings great 
energy wherever she goes. She’s 
always thinking, wondering, and 
often asks some of the most creative 
questions. Since 5th grade, she’s 
been interested in fashion design, 
and more recently she’s developed 
a strong interest in acting. Hayzel’s 
personality really shines. She is 

almost always giggling, full of 
positivity, and has a way of making 
any space feel more upbeat. As she 
looks ahead to high school, she’s 
feeling optimistic and excited about 
what’s next, with her only concern 
being keeping her current friends 
close. No matter where high school 
and beyond take her, Hayzel is sure 
to stand out, and we can’t wait to 
see all she does and where she goes.

Our Student Spotlights

ur Middle School Student ur Middle School Student 
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I have made the decision to move on to work on 
development of a company that I started back in 

2010.  This new iteration of Tribalinx is spurred on 
by a partnership with a global company called World 
Mobile, which we are in the process of fi nalizing.  
Our primary objective will be to provide assistance 
to underserved tribal communities with their cellular 
and broadband connections.  There are too many 
instances where these disadvantaged groups have 
been overlooked, and they have either poor or 
no connections.  At the same time we can help Tribes who want to own their 
cellular and broadband systems to provide dependable lower cost services to their 
members as well as revenue generation and sovereignty over this vital resource.  
All of this will bring job opportunities for their members, as well.  
World Mobile brings low-cost solutions which are state-of-the-art technology 
along with fi nancing, if need be, and management expertise.  So, I have decided 
to take this path and start a new chapter in my life.  
I have enjoyed learning and teaching our tuwaduq language with two dear 
colleagues who I know will continue to due a great service in generating 
more desire and interest in our tribe to learn.  LaDean Johnson and Christie 
Chambless been inspiring and dedicated cohorts whom I will miss.  And my 
other responsibility, reporting and photo documentation of people and events in 
our community, for the Sounder, has been a wonderful learning experience and 
growth opportunity which I have done my best to be a good reporter.  I owe a big 
thanks to Mark Warren for his patience and direction.  
It has been my pleasure to serve Skokomish for these last eight years.  I am not 
relocating so I will see you around.
By Tony Herrera 

This past February 28th

approximately 25 members 
of SPIPA tribes showed up at the 
Entrepreneurial Program’s offi  ces, at 
the Steamboat Island business park.  
People from Yelm, Chehalis, Shelton, 
Olympia and other locations within 
the service area were happy to come, 
wait their turn, and get their taxes for 
free.  The tax preparation experts on 
hand were patient, thorough and very 
pleasant.  There were smiles all around and the hospitality exceeded expectations, 
with Subway Sandwiches, chips and a variety of hot and cold drinks to satiate 
everyone’s hunger.
Arianna Smith, Entrepreneurial Specialist and Shawn McElhenney, Program 
Coordinator, were the congenial hosts who made sure that all details that needed 
to be taken tended to, were done so.  They even presented t-shirts to all of those 
who came to the event.  And these special shirts were fresh off  the direct to fabric 
applique machine and t-shirt press equipment that they have on hand for local 
tribal artists and entrepreneurs.  Arianna and Shawn were busy making more of 
these special thank you gifts during the event to make sure that they had ample 
supply and specifi c sizes for those who came to get their taxes done.  
This is an annual event which they plan on continuing to off er in the future. A 
special thanks goes out to United Way of King County for providing the tax 
preparation team members who made all of this possible.
By Tony Herrera

Moving On Free Tax Preparation at SPIPA’s 
Entrepreneurial Program
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Hello Skokomish Community, 

The Skokomish Tribal Court is continuing to build and improve how we 
serve the community. Our goal is to make it easier for people to access 
court services, get information, and understand the process.
For general court questions, fi ling documents, or requesting forms, please 
contact the Court Clerk at courtclerk@skokomish.org, or by calling (360) 
426-4740. The Clerk is the main point of contact for the public and can 
help with fi lings, court processes, and basic information. Please note: this 
phone number is for the Tribal Court only and is no longer connected to 
Public Safety.
For questions related to probation or compliance, please contact 
Probation at rsnelson@skokomish.org.
If you are experiencing an emergency, please call 911.
If you are not able to get what you need or feel like something is missing, 
you are welcome to reach out directly to the Court Administrator at 
ktwiddy@skokomish.org. We are actively working to strengthen our 
systems and appreciate feedback from the community as we continue to 
grow.
Our goal is to provide a court that is accessible, respectful, and consistent 
for everyone who comes through our doors.

We extend our sincere thanks to 
Offi  cer Tisheina Miller for 

her ten years of dedicated service 
to the Skokomish Nation. Her 
commitment—working nights, 
weekends, and holidays—has 
not gone unrecognized. Offi  cer 
Miller’s dedication to her law 
enforcement career and to the 
community she serves is truly next 
level.
Once again, I would like to 
thank Offi  cer Miller for ten 
years of unwavering service and 
professionalism.

Chief Douglas Smith
Skokomish Nation Police 

Department

Skokomish Tribal Court

A Moment of Recognition
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Rental Applicants Ownership MH/ Applicants
1 Jonathon Dominguez 32 John Smith 1 Eleanor Smith 32 Rachel Smith
2 Jonathon Edwards 33 Beth Burfiend 2 Myranda Andrews 33 Aaron Wilbur
3 Willie Grover 34 Ben Peters 3 Jeff Johns 34 Jeremy Wilbur
4 Brandon Carrington 35 Taylor Strong 4 Jimmy Byrd III 35 Tyler Andrews
5 Alexie Moon 36 Hattie Peterson Willams 5 John Smith 36 Lashya Johns
6 Aaron Wilbur 37 Malakai Seymour 6 Addison Emerson 37 Maxamus Miller
7 Tyler Andrews 38 Rachel Smith 7 Jamie Kenyon 38 Shera Johns
8 Lashya Johns 39 8 Shannon Edwards 39 Amy Kenyon
9 Maxamus Miller 40 9 Spilyay Miller 40 Timber Ware

10 Shera Johns 41 10 Kayla Strong 41 Jose Mendoza
11 Amy Kenyon 42 11 Matthew Auld Plant 42 Kristine McCann Swetland
12 Timber Ware 43 12 Joel Allen-Johns 43 Sunsomay Keith
13 Jimmy Byrd III 44 13 Carrie Ann Smith 44 Angel KingGeorge Parker
14 Jose Mendoza 45 14 Alan Peterson 45 Torina Kenyon
15 Kristine McMann Sweatland 46 15 William Pickernell` 46 Ben Tinaza
16 Sunsomay Keith 47 16 Christine Tinaza 47 Valani Andrews
17 Angel KingGeorge Parker 48 17 Kaylean Mendoza-Lopez 48 Marilyn Thomas
18 Torina Kenyon 49 18 Beth Burfiend 49 Joshua Kennedy
19 Billy Allen 50 19 Jonathon Dominguez 50 Bailey Plant
20 Ben Tinaza 51 20 Ben Peters 51 Vera Smith
21 Anthony Wilbur 52 21 Jonathon Edwards 52 Joseph B. Peterson
22 Valani Andrews 53 22 Helen Tinaza 53 Rachel Smith
23 Marilyn Thomas 54 23 Willie Grover 54 Billy Allen
24 Joshua Kennedy 55 24 Tyler Auld 55
25 Baily Plant 56 25 Brandon Carrington 56
26 Vera Smith 57 26 Alexie Moon 57
27 Edward Smith 58 27 Chase Burfiend 58
28 Harriet Pulsifer 28 Hattie Peterson-Williams
29 Charles Henry Jr. 29 Tristan Johnson
30 Joseph B. Peterson 30 Taylor Strong
31 Doreen Strong 31 Treyton Andrews

Eligibility income at the time of admission shall not exceed the most recent amount established either by the 

Skokomish Tribe or by HUD, but in any case, cannot exceed 80% of the Median Income.  Income as defined by 24CFR
You will be requred to update your wait list application every (12) months to keep you active
on the housing wait list.  Applicants who have no change in circumstances still need to update
their application in order for the Housing Department to determine if you are still interested. 

Remember, taking time to check 
your smoke detectors and change 

the batteries.
An estimated 900+ lives could 

be saved each year if all homes had 
working smoke alarms.

The fire death rate in homes 
with working smoke alarms is 50% less 
than the rate for homes without this 
protection.

In one out of every five homes 
equipped with at least one smoke alarm 
installed, not a single one is working. 

Why do smoke alarms fail?  
Most often because of missing, 
disconnected or dead batteries.  
Nuisance activations where the leaking 
causes of disabled smoke alarms.

In fires considered large 
enough to activate a smoke alarm, 
hard-wired alarms operated 91% of the 
time; battery-powered smoke alarms 
operated 75% of the time.

Native Americans are among 
the TOP 6 groups at increased risk of 
fire-related injuries and deaths.

Only 12% of people know that 
smoke alarms should be replaced 
every 3 to 6 years. 

On average, 8 people died 
in a fire each day, and someone was 
injured every 40 minutes.

Remember to change the 
battery in your smoke detector every 
6 months so that it can work at full 
working capacity. 

Housing Wait list as of April 1, 2026

Check Your Smoke Alarms!
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Earthquake Preparedness 
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The Skokomish Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians (SDPI) would 

like to remind and encourage Skokomish 
community members who have been 
diagnosed as diabetic or prediabetic to 
schedule with the Wellness Center for 
labs. It is recommended to get routine 
bloodwork on a quarterly (every three 
months) basis in order to best track and 
manage prediabetes and symptoms of 
diabetes. 
Additionally, we ask that any 
Skokomish community members with 
Continuous Glucose Management 
(CGM) equipment e.g. Freestyle 
Libre or Dexcom speak with Wellness 
Center staff about setting up automated 

data reporting between your CGM 
equipment and the Wellness Center. 
Doing so allows for our clinical staff to 
keep a more current reference point for 
your glucose levels, and by extension 
allows us to provide you with a higher 
quality of care.
We will be outreaching to the 
Skokomish Wellness Center’s 
diabetic and prediabetic patients 
for quarterly labs, but should any 
additional diabetes-related concerns 
arise please feel free to reach out to the 
SDPI Coordinator, Sasha Redfi eld, at 
aredfi eld@skokwellness.gov or (360) 
463-1890.

Rez Photo of the Month

The young Man/Preacher in this photo is none 
other than Lee Cush! 

SDPI is Here for You

The young Man/Preacher in this photo is none 
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Warrior’s Path Crime Facts and Safety Tips
Identity Theft Prevention:

Identity theft is not only a giant headache to straighten out, but it can also ruin 
credit, and leave you feeling that your privacy has been violated. Protect your 
identity from scammers and online predators.

•	 Shred financial documents, paperwork, and mail with personal information

•	 Do not give personal information like your social security number over the 
phone if you do not trust the caller

•	 Check your bank and credit accounts monthly for any suspicious transac-
tions

•	 Check your credit report, you can get a free report annually

•	 Never click on links from unsolicited emails, or texts

If you would like more information, you can contact Warrior’s 
Path at 360-462-7954.
Eben Card, Victim Services Manager. Email: Ecard@skokwellness.gov

New to the Behavioral Health 
Department at the Skokomish 
Wellness Center

Starting in April, the Skokomish 
Wellness Center is offering a new 

group called CRAFT. CRAFT stands 
for Community Reinforcement and 
Family Training. It helps families and 
loved one’s support someone who 
is struggling with drugs or alcohol, 
while also taking care of themselves. 
CRAFT teaches a kinder way to 
help someone. Instead of arguing or 
walking away, it shows people how 
to encourage good choices.

In CRAFT, you will learn 
how to reward healthy, sober 
behavior, not support or allow 
harmful behavior, talk in a calm 
and respectful way, avoid blaming, 
criticizing, or fighting, and let natural 
consequences happen instead of 
protecting the person from them.

The group also helps family 
members, reduce stress, feel better 
emotionally, and take back control of 

their own lives. You will also learn 
how to guide your loved one toward 
getting professional help when they 
are ready.

CRAFT is different from 
other methods that use “tough love” 
or punishment. Instead, it focuses 
on working together and keeping 
relationships strong. Research shows 
that CRAFT often helps more people 
enter treatment and improves the 
mental health of their families.

CRAFT is open to anyone 
who cares about someone with 
substance use problems, including 
parents, siblings, adult children, 
partners, and close friends. The 
group meets for one hour each week 
for eight weeks.

If CRAFT sounds like it 
could be beneficial for you, the 
group starts April 6th at 4:00pm until 
5:00pm.  You can call the Wellness 
Center at 360.426.5755 if you have 
any questions, and ask for Anna or 
Kirk.

Community Reinforcement 
and Family Training
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Silver Diamine Fluoride (SDF) is a 
medication that can prevent cavities from 

growing larger. SDF stops cavities by killing 
the bacteria that causes cavities and hardening 
the soft tooth structure. 
The procedure is simple and fast. The tooth with 
the cavity is isolated with cotton and dried with 
air. A small brush is used to apply SDF to the 
cavity for a few minutes and then the tooth is 
blotted dry. No shots and no drilling! 
SDF has very few side effects and is safe for 
most people. The most prominent side effect is esthetic. Any area of the tooth that 
has a cavity will turn black permanently. Healthy tooth structure does not change 
color. This esthetic concern is the most common reason people may choose a 
traditional filling.  Often, the stained area can be covered with a white filling 
material, but the treated area will still appear grey.  
SDF is ideal for young children that would otherwise need to be treated with 
sedation and for cavities on the root surfaces of teeth that are difficult to treat with 
traditional fillings. Small cavities between the teeth or at the edges of crowns are 
also good candidates for treatment. SDF can be helpful for anyone with cavities 
that don’t pose an esthetic concern or for anyone who does not want a traditional 
filling. 
Before being treated with SDF we will review the possible side effects of the 
medication, how we will apply the medication, and show you color pictures of 
what teeth will look like after treatment. 
Silver Diamine Fluoride is a great minimally invasive treatment option. 
Additional information regarding SDF is available from the American Academy 
of Pediatric Dentistry at: 
https://www.aapd.org/media/policies_guidelines/g_sdf.pdf

Silver Diamine Fluoride (Sdf): Treating Teeth 
With Medication And Not The Drill

Tooth after treatment with 
Silver Diamine Fluoride (note 
black area where silver has 

entered the tooth)
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What is National Healthcare 
Decisions Day? 
National Healthcare Decisions Day is 
a day to put in writing your wishes for 
medical care just in case you are too 
sick or injured to speak for yourself. 
This allows you to get the care you 
want and easier for your family so they 
do not have to guess. 

What are the steps to complete the 
paperwork?
Think about what matters most to 
you in a medical emergency.  Have a 
conversation with family and friends 

about your choices.  Write down what 
treatments that you do or do not want. 
Ask Skokomish Wellness Center for 
the paperwork to complete.  Your 
provider is a great resource to answer 
any of your questions or concerns.

Hello, Spring is here!

The Skokomish Community Health 
Representatives have had a busy 

winter season with Nydesta and 
Danielle obtaining their Washington 
State Nursing Assistant Certifi cation, 
joining Tamela, while Tamela and 
Danielle have also recently become 
certifi ed for Nurse Delegation.
Our team is also getting more involved 
with outreach and events around the 
community, most recently joining 
Toms’ Group afterschool program to 
talk with the youth about adversity 
and resiliency.  Partnering with Ladean 
Johnson from the language department, 
kids made medicine bags, did some 
language and craft activities during our 
adversity discussion. We really enjoyed 
our time and look forward to joining 
Toms Group again for some wellness 
education and activities. We noticed 
that we have some very talented youth 
in the community! 
Please reach out to us if need of a 
transportation to and from doctor’s 
appointments, Medication pick-up and 
drop-off  on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 

Fridays, and navigation through social 
services department. Call the clinic to 
schedule the transport or medication 
pick-up we are here to help. 
What we love about being a Community 
Health Representative:
Nydesta: I enjoy helping people and that 
I’m compassionate and understanding. 
Danielle: I really like being involved 
with community education and making 
new friends along the way.
Tamela: I love hearing all the elders’ 
stories and helping support the health 
and well-being of our community. 
Moving forward, each month we will 
be writing articles on several health and 
wellness topics, so please stay tuned!
As always, be sure to follow our clinic 
social media accounts to stay up to date 
with ongoing events and all wellness 
center related info.

Skokomish Wellness Community 
Health Reps- 
Nydesta Gouley
Tamela LaClair
Danielle Macomber

NATIONAL HEALTHCARE 
DECISIONS DAY IS APRIL 16TH

language and craft activities during our 
adversity discussion. We really enjoyed 
our time and look forward to joining 
Toms Group again for some wellness 
education and activities. We noticed 
that we have some very talented youth 
in the community! 
Please reach out to us if need of a 
transportation to and from doctor’s 
appointments, Medication pick-up and 
drop-off  on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 

Spring is in the Air
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Skokomish ICW will soon be 
off ering Positive Indian Parenting, 

an eight-part curriculum that’s intent 
is honoring our children by honoring 
our traditions. ICW has partnered 
with Health & Wellness to train our 
Community Health Representatives as 
instructors. Currently, we are testing 
instructional strategies, receiving 
feedback, and planning to begin off ering 

classes sometime this summer. Positive 
Indian Parenting is a curriculum for 
several diff erent groups along the 
continuum including young people 
yet to become parents to seasoned 
parents who have much to share about 
parenting and their culture. The eight 
lessons include Session 1: Traditional 
Parenting which introduces historical 
Native childbearing practices having 

a great deal to teach parents today, 
Session 2: Lessons of the Storyteller
explores the tradition of storytelling, 
communication with children, the 
development of good judgement, 
and the importance of nurturing 
relationships, Session 3: Lessons of 
the Cradleboard examine the use of 
cradleboards, wrapping, massaging, 
singing, and nurturing ways, Session 
4: Harmony in Child Rearing parents 
examine harmony, balance, and 
relationships among all as they look 
at ways Native people traditionally 
maintained a harmonious living 
environment, Session 5: Traditional 
Behavior Management explores 
behavior management through looking 
at traditional ways and modern skills, 

Session 6: Lessons of Mother Nature
examines how nature was a teacher 
and how examples from nature taught 
people to get along with each other, 
Session 7: Praise in Traditional 
Parenting introduces the idea that 
praise, and positive reinforcement 
are important in child-rearing in the 
past and are still important today, 
and Session 8: Choices in Parenting
addresses the question, What makes it 
hard to be a Native parent? examines 
where they have learned to parent, 
the circumstances in which they now 
parent, the problems faced by Native 
children in today’s world, and cultural 
issues parents face in parenting. Watch 
our website for updates

Positive Indian Parenting
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Tuwaduq Family Services will be 
doing a pop-up Earth Day event 

on April 22, 2026, in the parking lot 
at TFS. from 10:   to 3:00 p.m. We 
will be preparing for the upcoming 
Spring garden growing season, to 
help the community to prepare for 
your own personal at home gardens.  
Supplies to help get everyone 
started will be offered.  This year 
we also have Mason County WSU 
Master Gardner representatives 
to provide us with information on 
the Mason Bee Fostering Program.  
Mason Bees are highly effective 
pollinators for early-spring 
blooming orchard fruit trees and 
flowering plants.  The bees can help 
us with pollinating our plants to 
help them grow and produce better.  
Stop by and visit with them at a 

table that will be provided to ask 
questions and consider becoming a 
Bee Fostering Friend. We will also 
be providing materials reminding 
everyone the April is Sexual Abuse 
Awareness month.  Information and 
handouts will be offered for this 
important event.  A barbeque will 
be taking place to enjoy something 
to snack on and able to sit and visit 
while participating in this event.  
Earth day is an important event for 
us all and doing our part for climate 
change.
This year because of the rising cost 
of food, it would be a good idea for 
all families to take time to try and 
grow your own food.  It doesn’t 
have to be a lot but anything will 
help the food budget in your home.  
If you are able to grow a lot, you can 

always share with your neighbor or 
community.  Vegetable seeds and 
plants will be available at the Earth 
Day event, so we hope that you 
have time to stop by.
Fundraising and self-employment 
activities are happening in 
May.  Skokomish Vocational 
Rehabilitation Program is hosting 
the Spring Bazaar on May 2, 2026, 
at the Skokomish Community 
Center.  We will be helping the 
Tribal Elders with a fundraising 
event again this year.  All interested 
tribal artists that want to sell their 
crafts and are interested in signing 
up for a table for $10.00 fee, which 
all proceeds go to supporting the 
elders, please contact (360) 426-
7788 and sign up.  The elders will be 
selling food plates during the bazaar 

as well as raffle tickets and baked 
goods and other items to add to 
their fundraising.  Please take time 
to stop by the bazaar to support the 
tribal artist and purchase something 
for Mother’s Day, which this year 
is May 10, 2026.  More information 
will be coming soon.  All artists get 
your art ready to sell.  We hope to 
hear from you soon.
Thank you to everyone who 
provided supplies and hard work to 
make the Skokomish Elders Indian 
Taco Fundraiser a successful event.  
We have wonderful people out there 
that are so generous and willing to 
donate to support our tribal elders.  
We thank you so much for all you 
do.  Your generosity does not go 
unnoticed.  Thank you.

Upcoming Spring Events at Tuwaduq Family Services
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April will hold a Pop-Up for Sexual 
Abuse awareness on April 22 in 

the parking lot of TFS from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. That is also Earth Day so 
there will be Earth Day happenings at 
the same time.

We will be hosting another “nDigi-
Dreams” workshop the end of May. The 
digital storytelling workshop will host 
8 to 10 participants at the Skokomish 
Community Center from May 28, 2026, 
through May 31, 2026.  n-DigiDreams 
staff  will conduct a story circle for par-
ticipants and assist them with writing a 
script recording their voices, providing 
photos/videos, and completing a digi-
tal story.  If you would like to “tell your 
story”, contact Linda Charette, DV Ad-
vocate at 360-426-7788. It is a 4-day 
commitment of refl ection, sharing and 
healing.

May will also celebrate Mother’s Day 
and honor Missing and Murdered In-
digenous People’s Day. More informa-
tion is coming soon.

Denim Day takes place on the last 

Wednesday of April. This day of action 
and awareness is an event in which 
people are encouraged to wear denim 
to combat victims, blaming and educat-
ing others about sexual violence. The 
day comes following a high-profi le Ital-
ian rape trial where the survivor was 
blamed for her rape because of the 
type of jeans she was wearing. In pro-
test and solidarity, individuals are en-
couraged to wear denim to combat the 
idea that rape and sexual violence are 
the fault or responsibility of survivors.

In 1992 in Muro Lucano, Italy 60 miles 
from Naples, an 18-year-old girl came 
forward after experiencing sexual vio-
lence following her fi rst driving lesson. 
The teenager recounted how the driv-
ing instructor, a 45-year-old man, drove 
her to an isolated area, forced her to 
get out of the vehicle, forcibly removed 
one leg of her jeans, enacted sexual 
violence and raped the teen, then told 
her that if she was to tell anyone he 
would kill her. Immediately following 
the incident, the girl alerted her parents 
and the police.

The rapist was convicted and sen-
tenced to the lesser charge of indecent 
exposure. The survivor appealed the 
sentence resulting in a subsequent 
conviction on all charges. The (then) 
convicted rapist appealed to the Italian 
Supreme Court, which overturned the 
conviction in a 1998 decision that indi-
cated since the survivors’ jeans were 
very tight she must have participate in 
the rape. The “jeans alibi” was used 
to argue that since the jeans were so 
tight, the only way to have gotten them 
off  was if the survivor aided her attacker 
in removing her jeans thus making the 
act consensual. The Italian Supreme 
Court stated in its decision “it is a fact 
of common experience that it is nearly 
impossible to slip off  tight jeans even 
partly without the active collaboration 
of the person who is wearing them. As 
of 2008 the Italian Supreme Court has 
overturned their fi ndings, and there 
is no longer a “denim defense to the 
charge of rape”.

The indication that women’s choice of 
jeans or clothing is indicative of con-

sent sparked widespread outrage and 
protest starting with the Italian govern-
ment offi  cials. The day after the deci-
sion, members of the Italian Parliament 
protested by wearing jeans and hold-
ing placards that read “Jeans: An Alibi 
for Rape”, no male members of the Ital-
ian Parliament participated.

It has since become an annual, inter-
national event, involving over 12 million 
people around the world, according to 
Peace over Violence. As of 2011, at 
least 20 US states offi  cially recognize 
Denim Day in April. Wearing jeans on 
this day has become an international 
symbol of protest against such atti-
tudes about sexual assault. IF you are 
in danger or need help or just want to 
talk, please call the Domestic Violence 
Program.  (360) 426-7788 Linda Cha-
rette, DV Advocate or Starla James, 
DV Outreach Specialist, we are here 
to help.

April 9th-Happy Birthday, Jordyn, I 
hope you have a great one! We Love 

you lots!
Love Dad, Tahnee & Kyan

April 10th- Happy Birthday, Elijah 
Chase Miller, I hope you have the 

BEST day! Love you so much! 
Love Sister & Kyan

April 16th- Happy Birthday Lexi, I hope 
you have a Special Day, I Love you!

Auntie Tahnee~

April 16th- Happy Birthday Sister 
Marti, I hope you a great day!

Love you, Dad, Tahnee & Kyan~

April 17th- Happy Birthday, Malakai J. 
Seymour, I hope you have a great day 
Golfi ng �Love you lots, Mom, Marty & 

Kyan

April 27th- Happy 1st Birthday to My 
Sweet Grandson Oakland Charles 
Seymour!  You are such a blessing 
to me, & I am thankful to have such 

a special bond with you! I cherish my 
time with you each and every day! 

Love you Bunches ♥ 

Freshman Shout Out!!! 

Darrell Ray 
Williams 

“Ray Ray”

Is now 
part of the 
National 
Honor 

Society !!! 

He was invited to the National Honor 
Society to be a part of a cerebration 
‘Scholarship’ where he was honored 
for maintaining a 3.8 GPA at Shelton 

High School and celebrated with 
a pizza party for being one of the 

Freshman that is academically in the 
Top 10% of his class.

35 Freshman maintained a GPA 
above 3.82

through the end of 2nd Tri.

21 of them have a perfect 4.0! Good 
job young #HighClimbers!!

Darrell Williams is a multi-sports 
player but also maintains one of 

the highest-Grade Point Averages 
way to go Ray on representing your 
community, peers and your family.

#LetsGoRayRay!!

1st

Lisa Johnson
Joseph Longshore
Kalaiah Andrews
Lakota Andrews

2nd

Denise Emerson
Chanowha Miller

Amira Ware

7th

Ed Green Sr.
Jennifer Green

Elena Miller
.

8th

Travis Twiddy
9th

Ted Smith
Jordyn Peterson

10th

Daniel Emerson
Elijah Miller
Ned Miller

11th

Charles WalkingEagle
Georgia Burfi end
David Johnston
Frankie Mork

13th

Samantha Miller

14th

Josiah Limburg

15th

Frank Cousins
Ray Gouley

Ashley Longshore

16th

Matt Warren
Marti Peterson

Lexi Moon

17th

Amanda Twiddy
Jay James
Chris Miller

Malakai Seymour

18th

Marissa Cagey 

21st

Angeline Peoples

24th

LaDean Johnson
Tyler McLain
Starlit Sparr

25th

Sean Bowcutt

26th

Rebecca James
Melanie Willig

27th

Treyton Andrews
Kyler Cadle

28th

Doreen Strong
Aisa Grover

29th
Payton Bordley

Tribal Members With Birthdays In April

He was invited to the National Honor 

What is Happening in the Domestic Violence Program

Matthew, WOW hard to believe that 
you are ?? years old! What a blessing 
you were to us and still are to this day. 

You are an amazing Man my Son!
Love Dad
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North 80 Tribal Center Road
Skokomish Nation, WA 98584

Phone: (360) 426-4232 ext 2053
Fax:   (360) 877-5943

E-Mail: sounder@skokomish.org
Mark Warren, Editor

Letters to the Editor are published at the discretion of the 
Editor, as space permits. No letter which contains defamatory 

or malicious statements will be published. Any letter which 
contains questionable material will be sent to our legal offi  ce 

for review. All letters must contain the writer’s signature, 
address and telephone number. Letters not signed will NOT 
be published. The Editor reserves the right to edit a letter for 

content, clarity and length.
Views and opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are 

those of the writer of the letter. They are not endorsed by the 
Sounder, Tribal Administration, Tribal Council or the Skokomish 
Indian Nation as a whole. The deadline for the sounder is the 

third Thursday of every month.
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Rez Photo of the Month

Can you name the young man in this photo?
 Please turn to page 9 for the answer! Good luck!

Fill the empty squares with numbers 1 to 9 so that each row across, each row 
down, and each 3x3 square contains all the numbers from 1 to 9. Good Luck!

Rez Sudoku Puzzle of the Month
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or Current Resident

Can you name the young man in this photo?




